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Concerning their wuniuſe perſecution by the en-mee 
of the Et ile and of the M44 Re:, Vs LEES '#y 
wil L the af 111 and Nec), Py aefe ence 


\ E the Deputics tm the Generall Aiſcmbly 0: 
VV Reformed Churches cf trance and th: 
Prigcipalitie of Beirn, periecuted by the enc+ 

mics of the Ellate and ot their Religion, w:o abule the 
Nings a nd and conicience, icetvg char to 07 wreatg 1:'e 
-.e are conſtrained by the v:ol-nce of oppreth a to hauc 
recourle vnto natural! and lawtuil meancs (by 2 necetlar e 
dctence) ro pr teruethe hbertic of our contciences and the 
lafetic of our lives againſt cheſe cur in-placable enemies: 
We protelt in the name ot the jaid Churches before God 
ad mcng'nuiolably ro rem 4ine voder the {ubrectic nn of GUT 
King,acknowledging that he 15 given vs c* Go to be our 
{ yeraigne Lord, Ani4 that all the wi rl way rake notee 
that as thus obedience,next vato the | +erthip ot God,ts the 
onely aime of our intention, tuthciently iantfeltes by our 
former fidelicte ingrauen inthe pullarsiot our tftate, and 
inthe crownes ot our late Kings, raited vp agaiae dy Our 
predecetlors and our felues,notwwithitanding the endeuors 
of our encmies factions : all» the barred and periecution 
which we row en ure, is raiſed vp for no other cate by 
our enemies, but forthis holy and iullt ation , whereunto 
they know we are inleparabily bogud, by the rulegof our 
A 2 Rc» 


4 
R.!izion,by che example of our progenitors, acd the rig}; 
ct our owne con{eruation, 

Firit of all then we beſcech the King and all erue French 
men, as allo all Kings, Princes and Potentates, friends 2:4 
confedetrates of the Crowne, and generally all men who 
are touched with the zeale of Gods gloric, wi h commi(ee 
ration of innocencie troden vacer toote, and with grirte 
for the mileries which at this day thteaten Fra''co: to: 11s 


Forme themſclues here of our iuft complaints.c. 12 in wen 
they may ſee the perftdioulnetle of cur enemies and the!r | 


cruelcte, and which (v hetter we will orno} they pu l out 
ct our bo'ome, and bind: vs to publith for the wuitihcation 
of our innocencie, andto ler all ſuch as loue 1uitice and 
cruth (ce, that the refuge of ovr defence v hereunto we are 
brought , is both neceſſary and iuſt ; our encn'es being 
thrult forward by noother motive to kindle rhe hire 111 this 
Kingdome, then to put out the I1ght of cur Religion, and 
to overthrow the molt ſure reliftance winch in the bttzce 
may be oppoſed to forrein enterpriies. But bucaulc by tre: 
wonted {.ubtilties chey have here toliowed the commen 
courle which tends to violence and crueitic , maxinz to 
t:emiclues a way by talle accuſati..ns to the oppretiion of 
a jult cauſe, And tor a pretence to invade vs, they baue pro. 
claimed vs rebe's and (editious ; ard to ipread euery where 
this accuta:ion, they employ the Edits aid declarations of 
theKing and of the Parl aments , yea and the much of 
AmbailaJours intorrein parts, To the end that the t:tmpli- 
Citie of thole who arc leaſt info: med either of the hatred,or 
of the power, or of the cr>ft of our enemies, might no! re» 
cciae tome ſinilter 1mprelſ1 »n ot vs, touching the Cutie of 
odcdience and fidelitie towards our King 2nd country: we 
will thew here that all the pretences aid ivivrieus crimes 
wherewith they charge vs, are weerly artificia'l dit2ul- 
lings borrowed asa vcile to couer he outrar es done fo 10+ 
nocencie, For as to inflame the hatred ot Kings and the tu- 
ric ofthe prople acainſt the Gotrcl!), they have heretofore 


accuſed the tirſt Chriftians, & our tathers in theie lait mes 


V; 


recs of Ceſar, moued {edition amor g the people, and 41d 
cucrthrow the royaltie ot Princes, Vadcr thee lupp ſed 
4ccularions they have Ceuicd them to lutt.r euery where 
ne violence of the fword,the burn: nz of arezthe cruclte of 
natfac res, tl: efuticof warres, and the horc-r of a!l torts of 
«qui{i:e trormenits, It is truz,thar as our tarhers were more 
:2:.cand naked, orexp led roa more calie fiaug'iter, Re 
.z109 then was direly charged with thcle crimes , and 
men they have periecuted and made open war vpo'? thei 
vrcheir pro! 'eſhons fake . But now by a "ſobe [tic ficred t9 
20'rintentio 1$,0ur enemies ave +lrered the tnerthog They 
erpriſe warre vpon the per{ons, to b cake in vpon Rel + 
con. And becauſe that afcer fo many peri Jious an crue'l 
_—y cs,the arme of God bauing raiſed v$ VÞ43S out of our 
z1hers ah, s, and by the mira: ulcus prolperice of the late 
King (< nduQed b» our fidclitte vpon the throne of this 
nenarchie) the breaches of the Eltate being reprred , that 
here naght be ettabliſhed a firine peace. an Ecict was grins 
:d vs torthelidertie of our con. ctences, 21nd pLICES Of lates 
ue tO Pre! 'erue Our goods and iwues acat [it ce v.olence 
"hich the former euils mage vs teare four tho tine to come: 
ruly it were now too an apparent violiting of peace, and 
"ey ſhould roo man'feltly declare them'clu. s enemies of 
22 quier of France, it openly this Ed: ma (ce in ;javour of 
1hould be reuoked, and it they ſhou!d make var vpon v3 
or Religion, 1: were allo to ingige roo many per.ons 11 
we lelte lame cauſe, For theſe cauſes co COurr tice pro» 
ccted purpoſe of the ruine of this t tate thro. g1 ours, to 
zTerthe King Igaink vs, andto Veitry vs with gr ezter 
2c tnenwtherwitethey coult i poli; dly dv. I hey rave pro» 
22:11-6 vsreb«ls and ottenders, they | 2c endevoute 0 
Me this cauſe more particular z they call the warre they 
mcyponvsacaltilement of {editious pe: lons. But when 
ie £2] hauchere wade plaine to the eves of ll the wor's 
Pu pole ot thote win arc authors of tlic etroub'es ang 
15; the [0Ng Oppretiion we nate 11:therto Cr 'vretl 
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of ke crimes, namely that they tran{grefſed againſt the de. ggy-,, 
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The intent cf 
Sur encmich 


with all patienee 3 the euidences of eur right mthe courſe 
we hauc held in our complaints, and mult humble {ures 
made to our King, now laid againſt vs as a cri:ne: Laſtly 4 
open perlecutis which at this inſtant they inflict vpo v by 
ele a mics already raiied againſt vs in all the parts of this 


kingdome where thinke weare able any way to relilt, 
We hope that we ſhall clezre our innvcencie from thelc 
ſlanders, ſhall approue our iult and n«cellary de/ence, 
wi:ich we vndercake, waiting for the help and bl ling of 
the Almightie. And finally we (hall obtaine fauour and at. 
nſrance trom all juch asloue his glorie and the truth - 2 


th: tuccour and heipe of wholoecuer they be that delite the © 


conſcruation of this poore king4oime, 
Since the molt {ure ſtay ot the Ed1R for our lafetic,cfta- 


and the meanes blithed by rhe mightie hand of the late Kirg , fell bythe 
ro atata theno ſtroke ot his deatit; the cnemies of our Religion and of the 


publike peace, li'ting vp chemlelues with more hope of go. | 


ing forward and ot br102ing their purpoles to pall-,turned 
all their end-vo0''rs to overthrow this foundation of ttc 


trranquilhcie of che State: knowing that the furett way to | 


bring againe the coi fulion of troubles and of the tore- 
paile4 warres, was to deſtroy th- Eq1Q which had deftroy- 
ed them. But noc being able'to promile co themielues that 


the gocd inchoations of the King,avd the witedome of Nis | 


Mocner then Regear, and all well afteacd Frenchmen in» 


tere{lcd in the peace of the kingdome, would conicnt, or. 


cou'd ſuffer an open breach of the Ed1& , they fought to 


gaine by peece=meale that which they could nut obtaine | 


in the whole ſurmme : and by fleights and more ſecret pras 


Giles to cauſe things ro fall into the gulfe , wheretuto: 


now they havethrownretbem. 


The firſt groundworke of their plot did b-wray it (elfe' 


with aftoniſhmenr and juſt apprehenlion of a'l of vs,when 
in the coronation of the King they mace him take thus 
oath: / will :rwly endenonr to my power to excinde from my tn 


riſdstion and lands vnder my (ubnetiion, all hereriches [0 de- 


weunced & the Church, As it he took his Crowne vader tt 
co2* 


7 

co: dition and vnder this law, that he ſhoulderovte vs out 
w/:cn he could do it. T he blood of that great Henrie crieth 
vt tor vengeance tor the turious and abominable murthe« 
rer"» ho proteſted and affirmed that che onely reaſon why 
he marthered him, was becauſe he was a fauourer of herc- 
ticks, chat he ſuffered chem in his kingdome, that he pur 
hem nor to the {word : and here they haue cauſed his fon 
ind ſuccetlor,to promile that he ſhall employ all his power 
19 roOte vs out, By this powerfull and effeRuall reaſon they 
4d in;;raue in thelKings heart from his moſt tender yeares 
he receſſitie of hating and dettroying vs; and belides the 


arrorjof che example of his Father cruelly (laine tor main- 


41ning peace with thoſe who are,called bereticks,they take 


/ km a tolemne promiſe to raigne and (it ypon his throne 
der this condition to perſecure thoſe whom his father 
onicrued and kept. For who is ignorant that vnder the 
ume of heretickes, they meane vs ? That we are proclai- 
re and fliled {ſuch by the Roman Church? And therefore 
{tie King be bound to the obſeruation of this oath ac- 
orving to their inrention , what may we not then feare? 
''heretore vpon former experience ought we not tofeare 
22ne the vahappic bloodiheds which fuch imprethons 
ad impoſed neceſlities ypon the conſciences of Kings, 
aue cauſed vs to feele? 

Thel:ke project of our enemies hath yer openly mant- 
«cd ir (elte, when endeuouring to make a fundamental! 
aw topafſe,and an vniuerſall principle of conſcience, that 
«e0ught not to be luffered in France; they obeained in the 
alt F(tates held atParis, that the houſes of the Clergie and 


J \obilicie ſhould expreily demaund by their rcles the exc- 


wton of this oath of the King, asalfo the reception and 
Mblication thereot by the Councell of T renr. A Councell 
mich hath bin heretofore reicted publike!y by thole E- 
ates witch were held when the molt bloodie and violent 
rubles haue bin ſtirred vp agaigit vs in this kingdome, A 


JCouncell which will not endure that Kings (hould raigne, 


:lev permit life and libertic in their dominions to thoſe 
who 
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who are called heretickes, hy 
But the mot apparent and moſt ſenfible proceeding of | an 
the proicR of our malignant enemies , is principally tur- } {ca 
thercd byehe {editious {crmons of the preaching leſvitey } vp« 
and other Monkes, who,lume yeares fince,by an vebricles | Rel 
licence and a wanifelt conſpiracie, contrary to the Evicts þ :rot 
and tacir authorivie, did take vpon them to calumniate vs tl (in 
ia their pulpits, and ro make vs odious, preaciing turie Þ the 
and {.dition, nouriſhing the people in hatred of vs, in{iry, & ICE 
ing them to haue ys 10 ex:cration, 2nd infpiring in their I fde 
mindes warres and murihers, do diſpoſe and prepare them ? 
vpoa all occalions to annoy vs, Hence it is that we contie & By 
nually fecle 10 many v:oitings of the Edits of peace, {@ 'Y 1:6 
many br. aches which are wade in vpon our fafetic,ſo ina Yo: 
ny outrages againlt our liberte, Notwithſtanding we may ©; 
yet boldly athrme, chat our patience might haue overcome : «d Ft 
© 


Mn 
ke... 
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Law | 


and asit were {mothered the greatcft part of the'e evils, or 
at iealt we might haue conceived ſome gocd hope that in © 
the end ſome remedies would haue bi:1 provided for vs by Þ 
the boun'ic of the Kivg and the witedom of his mel taith-®* 
toll Counſcllers, i: the Tefuitcs were not exalted to the by 
heightof power v. hereunto e!:ey are come. For it doth ex'- i 
dently appeare;that by ali forts ct violent mea:res they hay 

hichetto procured tl;e rooting out of our Religion,and the® 
overthrow of this Monarchie. Principally (incc their power®* 
bath growne cothe proportion of their evill will, and tha” 
they lec all obſtacles which heretofore were oppoſed a7 
giinlt their haruy enterpriſe to be now br.cken conn on? 
to yeeld vnderneath their power : what other expectations! 
is re{cru:d for vs, but to fee!ethe danger wherinto {o lon 3 J imorc 
a time they have projected to plunge vs? The miſerabi&J ſe of 
face of Chriſtendom at this day almvuſt rent in neeces withs: ſrope 1 
warres and horrible confulions, doth macik:(t tufticientlfF power, 
to all the world what power.their wicked and artificiallin4J the bg} 
Cuctions bane to ſticre vpa warre of Religion, almoſt viisPLowyre 
verlall, And who can prefuive that France alone (whic Tele wii 
key haye made fo often to feele fo mourntull v 0u110s 'F U2ll bc 

thet 
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heir trecherous hands) being at this day in their power, 
2nd as it were vndertheirabiulute government, ſhould ce. 
{cape the common accident which they haue cauſed to fall 
; | ypon thoſe Eltates where their credit and the dwerlitic of 
| FF Religion have giuentbem pretence and matrer to cauſe 
; JT :couble. There is no man {o vnacquainted with their def- 
: Þ eines, who hath not heretofore foreſeene or foretold, that 
» Þ& thc mi{erie and ruine of France drew nearc when the couns 

els of leſvites fhould prevaile, And now when on the one 
r © fide we fee them in fuch high clteerne,and on the other fide 
1 "YT france brought eo themiterie of ciuill warres : is any one 
» Yo bliode thac he confetleth it noc,to be the worke of their 
 Y 111d? aho would {eek any other cauſe or beginning there= 
;- "Yo? Thetcare of falling into theſe evils, hath cauſed vs to 
7 | Yee many advertiſements trom the wilſeſt and beſt affeR- 
< | Þ:! French men,which fo long time haue withltood it with 
r | Yiltheir power, Toe force of the Parliament of Paris hath 
n © Y& oppoſed its authoritie againſt cheir enterpriſes. And the 
7 | Ymarkable documents whici: the iudgement thereof hath 
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* Ypread chroughout France (oone after the death of the late 
122 Ying, touching the danger and pernicious conſequences 
'-"Yo the Eftaterf they attained to greater credit,did guide the 
ve2JY vieJome of the Kings Mother to reſtraine their oucrbold- 
ref :13in the Court and inthe wavaging of affaires And they 
ould neuer obtaine their delires d1ring her regencie, and \ 
teaurhoritie which ſhe had in the goucrnment of the E- 
lare, 
But as all thivgy fic their turnes who feeke occaſion Of 11144 power 
F proceeding , having found in the couernment tollowing the leſvits have 
FJ imore fauourable tupport,, as they are re2dy to vent the now uw France, 
SY vc of their miniſtery, helped by the oppertunitie , and 
1% F prope with that hand , they have ſcal-d thar pinnacle of 
1s power, whereon we ſee them now mounted, Then we favv 
104F the boldeſt Teſvite of the whole Socictic brought into the 
704 J Louure, and with a raſhnetle beyond exa.ple place him- 
1\'TF flfe within the houſe of the Kings facred Mateſtic , that fo 
121! zources and moments he might haue the goucrning 
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Io 
of him in his owne power. Ard euer ſince it hath appea. 
red in the government of the State, what power tt « le. 
ſuires haue gotten oucr the KingsaffeGions . By two no- 
table prootes ſoon aiter this lciuites introduRtion, ic might 
eaſily be perceiue1, that chenceforth nothing ſhould beim. 
potlible to thoſe ot his Societie , whatſoeucr they would 
vnd-rtake tor theinl iucs or azzinlt vs. Ihe neceſlicie of 
this Gifcuurle requiret!t that we repreient them, 

All France may well remen-ber, tat rhree dayes after 
this [eluite had gor the Kings eare, they caule.| his Coun. 
ccl] to cancell the AR of Parhament, by tie which the 
opeiiing of their Colledge in Paris was interdicted them, 
vntill fuch time as they had piblikty renounced their pnn- 
ciples ot the ruiae of Scaces and killing of Kings. And to 


ſhew that all oppolition tot. eir violence lhould thences 


forth be vaine, by an Order frow the Councell ( by them 
ſet vpin euery quarter of Paris in ſigne of eriumpi) they 
cauſed the Decrees of the Vawerfite ( which had ſome« 
what reliftcy t' em) to be annulkd. With like facilitic, 
and at the ſame time,they obtained an AR in fauour of the 
Biſhops of Bearn the 25 of Lune 16 17, for the reſtoring of 
all Ecclehaſticall zoos of that Country, which by a (0+ 
lemne citebliihment decreed by the Soucraigne and Par- 
liament, were ordained forthe maincenance of our Paitors, 
Colledge, Garriſons, Othcers, and other charges of-the 


country, 15 yeares together the Biſhops had followed tliis - 


{uite with all puſlible inſtance. The late King ſunvry times 
{ollicited irom Rome in their behaif, knowing wel the con» 


{equencesot luch a change, bound alſo by his oath to 11+ | 


rouate 110thing (belide che libertie of Exerciſe giuen to tie 
Roman Catbolicks, with re{tucution of ſo much Ecclelia« 
ltica!l goods as was needfull for them, granted by Evid, 
ai:d execuc.d in the yeare 1599) had alwayes refuicd 1: 
them. The Queene mother of the King, for like coii[idera- 
tions ,and becaulc of the {ane oath taken by her Maicltic 
now raigning,for the maintenance of the ancient cſtablith- 
weat (confirmed ou and abouc by twelue ſeucral Patents 


wa 
dit 


IT 
and Declarations obtained againſt the inſtance that the Bi. 
ſhops made on the contrary ) would not meddle with it, 
| The proieR of our cnemies could nor be better: aduanced 
; then by a blow of this nature. For they knew that the exe 
| cution of this Reſtitution would draw after it ( as, alas, it 
s come to palle) the ſubverſion of che countrey, and the 
vtter ruine of our Religion in the ſame, with hope that 
with the ſpark!es they hould kindle there, chey might (et 
all France on fire» Wherefore they drew the King by his 
eon{cience, and by vrging his oath, touching the rooting 
out of ajl Religion contrary to his, to make that Decree 
by prerogatiu?: which for this cauſe (though giuen ra(hly, 
without che aduice of the principall Othcers of the Crowne 
andScate ina bulinelle of ſuch conſequence, and againk 
the courſe of Law vpon the onely purtuite of the Biſhops, 
without hearing the Deputies of the country) would neuer 
be called in, notwithitanding all the remonſtrances and 
{opplications that could lince be preſented , which haue 
not bene otherwiſe anſwered, then that the authoritic and 
F conſcience of the King Rood engaged in it, Thence we ga= 
F thered a wofull experience of the 'Lings inclination in 
thoſe affaires that moſt conc:rne his State and our fafetie. 
Secing that this leſuire held all his aff:Qions bound with 


ie Þ reſpects of Religion, and that deuotion vato which his 
| gyo-oetr 6 ago pe ogg 

i: J Miieltic out of an inbred goodnelle is narurilly given, 
8 was as a ſpring voto his conſcience, by the which he inci. 
\. |} neth his whole will ro what pound him beſt, Hee hath 
i, | mac himfelte rhe Counſel of the Kir gs co: ſcience (to vie 
\e | his ownephraſ:): and in this Coun'el: can he propound 
2. {} other Maximes then thoſe of Rowe? chat way be all redu- 


q, | crdco this head of the ſubueriion of t!1is State and our ru- 
ine, He giues him for a la the determination of the Coun- 
cell of Conftance; T hat faith « not ro be kept with heretichs, 
ie | That whatſoever Edits he hath made or !woroe, bind him 
h. {| nor, That therefore he may, nay that he ought to br/2%* 
os | them. Andthe better to in {uce him, he reades him no 0- = 
1d ther LeRure then the oath of his Coronation, Fragen  W* 
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T2 
him no greater merit to be rewarded with Paradiſe, theg 
the rooting out of Heretickes. Ilncites him to feeke that 
way a more glorious renowne, then ever S. Lew got by 
warring with the Infidels. Thele and ſuch Hhke are the coun- 
{els of contcience ot this leſuite. By the which his Maicllie 
ſetting alice all other conſiderations of his government, 
hath let himlelte be carizd away, and hath often (a'd, [tr & 
better ts loſe bis Eſtate then his ſonle, Taught (ir ſeemes) to 
hold it for a Maxime, that ti;ere are occalions of fauing his 
ſoule with the loile of his kingdome , Now from thepoC. 
ſe{lion of the Kings will, eacloied thus within the hand of 
the Ieſuites, they bane draivne to themiclucs by a neceſlar 

coaſcquence, the whole gouernment of the State, Which 


they haue compalled the calier, by reaſon that all the ſage 


and old Counicllors and Ofhcers that ferued the late King, 
and France, inthe eltabliſhment and maintenance. of the 
proſperitie and greatneſſe which it was raiſed to vnder his 
reigne , being now (as we ſee) put from all managing of 
affaires; they to whom the Kings abundant favour giues 
all authoritie in the gouernment, do.willingly conſen:,that 
the direRing of the Counſell be committed ro the Popes 
Sollicitors, Certinals and Biſhops, And ſuch as yet re- 
maine, or as are newly brought in, ſome nurcured with the 
leuen of old SpaniſhfaRions and affeRions , others won 
with the aduantageous liberalitics of the new, or with Ro- 
miſh honours (whercot the Ieluites are the chicte brokers) 
concurre all together in one and the ſame conſent, tuuchs 
ing the ſubucr{zon of whatſocuer the late King had eſla- 
bliſhed, but chiefly for ſo much as concernes vs. And theſe 
alluremeats baue bene of ſuch cfhcacie, that he from whom 
the beſt expeQtedan vnvariable affeRion to peace and good 
gouernment, in hope of a Church-dignitie, hath deuoted 
himſelfe to be CE ramone of the firſt breach , throug! 
which,perſecution hath ruſhed in vpon vs. On the other 
ſide, the high and ioferiour Courts, an4 all Magiſtrates ©! 
the kingdome are filled with ſuch perſons as are who!y 
tubiccd to them, cither by ſuperltition, os by intereſt 0: 
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fortune. The people have no other affeRions then ſuch as 
they lopgeſt vnto them by their ſermons or by cheir private 
confeſhons. 

The power then of our enemies bring ſuch, we haue Ho#ba'd'y »= 
al 2, to-our dammage, felt theeffeRs of it by a comrary © 
viage to that that we found vnder the late King, For lince 
thzy have got tuisauthoritic (we mighe very well fay, lince 
| tacic reigne) there is no-more fayour nor acceile at Court 
| tur thoic of our Religion. Many to whom their fathcrs (er. 
uices and their owne had thitterto preſerucd them the ho- 


nour of { me places neare the King, haue bene ppt by thera, 
The greater part are conltrained to rid themlelues of then, 
| Þ vader this command, Change your Relig om, or leame your Of 
fice, Itis cold chem that the King cannot with a good cye 
; ſee the Huguenots about his perſon, [a tlic Privie Councel 
our greateit oppulites are our [udges; and they whom we 
; peticzon,are our ſworne enemies. We arc ſhut our of Oth- 
f ces in all Courts higher or lower, againft the freedome of 
$ the Scatutes, If any onethat is now in place turnes of our 
c Religion, preſently the Attourneys Generall or their ſubs» 
$ ſtieuces oppole his (itting . The Courts conteſt with him, 
- }F andrepulle him. And how many are there in the Court of 
e Parliament at Paris and cllewhere, who are detained from 
n comming tO vs by the oppreſſion of this libertic? Bue when 
v ſhould we haue reckoned vp all the kindes ot injuries 
) done vato vs? The {editious inſolencics dayly.commirted 
bs to hinder the free exerciſe of our Religion in thoſe places 
z- | where wearetollerated, The attemp:'sand enterpriſes a= 
ſe } gainft ſuch places as haue bin giuen vs in cuſtedy for our 
m (ecuritie, T he ſecret praQtiſes to debauch rhe Gouernours 
d of them, as it is newly confirmed in the Governours of 


xd } Clermont, Ledeue and Argenton , The retufall of prouts 
1 Þ ding forthe reſtitution of thoſe places, The riots and out - 
er } ragesthat thoſeof our Religion {uffer in citic and country 
of } bf the fury of the people, provoked by their Preacliers, T he 
ly Þ izuagesand firing of our Churchesaad Church-yards. The 
of } \n\umanities exerciſed in digging vp our dead, and hin- 
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I4 « 
dring their buriall, The violence offered fick-folkes conſcis 
ences, cucn in che agony of death, thereby to force them 


to renounce their Religion. The crueltie exerciſed on our 
poore and ficke, who are caſt out of Hoſpitals. T he vniuft © 


force practi icd in rubbing vs of our children co bring them 
vp in the Roman Religion, agaivRt their fathers .veci.© and 
la(t wil, To be ſhort, all maner of wrongs and violences 
are done vs,againſt the Kings authoritic, and publk peace 
and cranquillitte. 

In all chele miſcticfes we have ne other recourſe then tc 
our complaints,” which we continually dire to the Mavis 
ſtrates,cither of the Prouinces or of thehigh Courts . But 
there, alas, in tead of remedies we finde poiſon , For not 


onely they (end vs backe, and doe vs noright ; but the in» | 


iuſtice wherewith they aggrauate the former iniury, aug- 
ments their boldneſfe that did ys the wrong, encouraged 
by their impunitic,andby the law that they gather trow the 
Judges themſclues, 

ur laſt refuge is tothe Kings iuſtice 2nd Officers of 
State, whither ( forced by the hard viage we finde coery 
where) we flieas to our ſanQuary: and there our enemies 


now is imputed oppole our accetle with their vemoſt violence. They per- 


UCEATE ST. 
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ceiue that the Kings proteRion would defend vs again! 

all their iniuries. They ma chat our courle by complaints, 
which nature opens vnto euery one, would fhroud vs vo- 
cer the couert of his ivſtice , where both our reſt aid the 
publike tranquillitie ſhould be preſerued . And therefore 
we finde their copfpiracie to be the more n alicious. For 
not onely they top his Maicſties care, and barte vs from 
all patſage thereunto; but when we offer to approach it by 
our molt humble petitions and requelts, they lay for vs by 
a more then divelliſh ſubriJrie, the ſnare of their calumnic, 
eo make vs fall into the blame ot a pretended diſobedience. 
Tney turne our complains into crim-s: they terme vs {e- 
ditions and rebels. Thus 18 the accul:tion for the which they 
purſue vs criminally. This is the accu(ation, for the which 
tacy now perlecute v8. We here call hcancn and carth to 
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wiene(T: betweene our enemics and vs, deſiring that the 
proce.lure of our complaines to his Maieſtic, which we wil 
here truly and fully lay open, being knowne to' all , men 
may iudze of our innocencie, and of the calumnie of their 
z:culacion; and finally of the vniuſt warre and perſecution 
which our aduzrlarics vnder this pretext hauc railcd a» 
gainlt vs. 

For tne maintaining of the Edi of peace andreparation 
of the breaches thereof , the late King did fablih accor- 


FJ ting ro iis equitie an order among vs, by the which we 


might from came to time with his permiſſion and grant al- 
emble our {elues by Deputies ouc of all the Provinces, ro 
tender him our complaints of all ſuch grieuances as might 
bedone vs , and receiue from his bountic reaſonable an- 
lwers,, and ſuch as ſhould be neceflary tor the keeping of 
his Edits. According to this order,teeliog a more vrgent 
necellitie then ever , we addreſſ=d our fclues vnto his Ma- 
ieſtie by our Deputies generall io the yeare 1619, and it 
plcaſed his Maieltie ro grant vs, according to our'moſt 
humblerequ:(t a Briefe, by the which we were permitted 


'0atlemble our felues in the Citie of Loudun the 25 of Sep- The'afſembly 


mber. Where being met togerher out of ail the Prouin- 
ces ot the kingdome and Soucraigntie of Bearn , our bils 
& complaints being drawne, we preſented them in all hu* 
milicie to his Maicttie, beſeeching him thar by a fauourab'e 
nſwer to the principall articles and moſt important grie- 
1ancesthey might carry backe into all the Provinces, by 
the reftimonials of his good will tow:ris our proteRion, 
lome aflurance to his fubie&s of the Relizion , agninit lo 
Tany threats and feares as doe apparenily inuirun them. 
There would neuecrbe an epd,it we ſhou!d here difpay ihe 
leveral] heads of all thoſe cumplaints We will onely touch 
ſore of them, to ſhew theirimporrtance, and the nec. (hrie 
of obtaining ſpecdieiultice vpon them, 

We coiplane chai Ley toure a place of ſurerie hath bin 
wretted out of our hands. T! a: rwo of our Religion proui- 
ded of offices of Countelloars in the Court of Pariiament 
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of Patis, could not obtaine their admiſſion in three whole 


veares purſuite,'That the exerciſe of our Religion being ba. 
iſhed Clefmone of Lodeue a place of ſurecic, vpon the 
recſtabliſking of the ſame ſued by vs, the execution of an 
order from the Kings Counſcll was oppoſed ws & army, 
T bat our Churches. have bene burned or demo!ithed ar 
Bourz in Briefle, at Moulins in Bourbonnois, and at Lavall 
neareGuiſc . That at Beaux in Province Xonſoenr de Jere 
Captaine of rhe Caſtle, after many threars and outrages, to 
prohibite and hinder thoſe of the Reiigion trom their ex+ 
erciſe,did at lalt driue thera our violeatly by torce of armes 
the eight of Febryarie 1620, That juſtice could nor be ob- 
tained ſor the exceſiue ourrages done to ſome of rhe Reli- 
gion at Baugenci, and for ringing the Allarum bell againſt 
them; and thatthe Offenders that threw two men our of a 
garrer,and ran one of them through with a {word, Haue bin 
hcard as witneiles to the informations made by the Licn- 
tenant Generall in the iuriſdiction of Orleans; and that 
thoughihe cauſe was referred co the Parliameat of Paris, 
yet notwithſianding the Attourney Generall in the fame 
hath !et the (uice fall , That our Paſtors hauc bin violently 
expelled the Cities of Bourgesand la Chaftcigneraye. That 
divers perſons profeſling our Religion at Chaalons vpon 
Saonne, haue bin chaſed and baniſhed thence, as alto out 
of the Ducchie of Barrois, That the places granted vs for 
the exerciſe of our Religion neare the Citics of Lyons,Di- 
jon and Langres, were barred vs. Thar in thoſe places where 
tc inhabitants have aRually enjoyedehe ſaid exerciſe cue? 
fince the yeares 1596. 1597.and therefore hauc tull liberty 
by the EdiR,are there molclied, as at la Chaſtcigneraye, at 
la Chaltre, at S$ Cyprian, la Herie,Velus, Maiflac, Langon, 
Bourg 4e Cande in Norma+die, at Agicne in Vivarets, at 
S, Marcelin in Foreſt, at !a Chaulme in Xaintogne by for 
mal oppolition of the Othcers , at Florence Picuſque , at 


Montfort and Puget by the Conſuls, neare the Towne of 


ah 59 gry at Montignac Charente by order from the Sc- 
Reſchal of Angoumois vpon forfciture of a thoufand —_ 
| I zac 
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That the education of ee hath bin taken away from 
thei: farhers of our Relwion, :o inftruRt them in a contra= 
ty, as fromthe Maiteror Accompes at Pzris, ano by order 
af the Court of Parliament at Roane 1n the cauſe of one 
Comnrechef. T hat many children of the Religion, have bra 
tolca away by Monks, Asa: Ambrun the ton of a citizen, 
at Mi :aud the forme of Aorficor Jake, at Leyroure a boy 
7' ten yeares old, n»med Frarcys Aram, by the [cluie Ree 
zowr the fourth of Tanyary 1620, T hat ur g:22e5 have bin 
1921 anely violar*d, or the burials tin 'redl 1) Ciuers pli- 
:25,25 at A.x 10 Province, at Gordes, at Mir 5cau, at On- 
2\c, .t Xa nes, 2t S,Georges of Oleri n, 204 1m navy plas 
ces. * Guienue ard other parts with crucla. & barbaritii.cs 
That our poore lic ke have bin calt out of Hoſpirys, of 
etr COnic.crcos forced , as during rite talt cuntagion at 
?.ris, in the H {prall of Sz at Lewes, where ma y were 
nlenied, and all accetle devici our Mintitcrs and Elders 
0 comfort them, That the Par.taments, tothe prejudice of 
ne Courts eftabliſhed, have artributed to tremciucs che 
anowiedge of our cautcs, as the Parhainent of Bourdeaux 
byucrsticnes, and particularly in the bulineſle of che inha- 
Dants of Masd Ageyois, who thereby h ue tuti-red ex- 
cceing great vexations, whereot many of (h:m are dad 
a priſoa, But chicfy jn criminal] caules, as the Parliament 
0: Tholouſe, which Kiuing con femne ! (c4n de Naſſer Ree 
vilter of Montauba!: to make honor ble amenus, would 
a0t giue way vntoan Or :ertrom tile Councell torthe re» 
terring of it to c6e Court of Calttes, An4 agauiie, tic Pars 
lament of B. urdea x 1n the cauſe of the inhabitants of 
Tartas, who in the lurprize of the Caſtle having bi. cru 
ly vſed, ourragcd and expelled, have bin purtied and ill 
da;.d1:d 2a the {aid Parlian ent z which vpon the rect. ue 
2:on of the mutinous 2nd fevitious retained the knuWe 
(:)ze of the cauterothe prejudice of th: Court of Netac. in 
the Parliament of Aix , wany of ours [12ue bin detaincd 
frilon-rs many yeares, though their cauſcs wete referred 
the Court of Grenoble, any there retaioed according 
[O 


8 | 
ro the Edit, We defired moreover that the alteratior. ſoc 
madc in the Cities of Montault, Vareilles, Taraiſon, Moot. c0i 
gaillard tm the Countie of Foix, (where nothing ſhould be 6 
innouaced,according to the Briefe of 1598.) might be rc. ef 
paired. T hat it would pleaſe the King to grant vs the bric': oy 
for ch2 cuſtodie of places of ſuretie, with the deliuery of t';c ” 
gouernment of the places in Dauphine.To call io the De. thc 
cree tor the reſtoringot the Eccleliatticall goods of Bearn., 


That the Towne of Priuas might be put againe into th: © 
bands of the inhabitants, and wfhtice done them of the x. T 
ors, vioicnces, a:d outraces Commirted againft them. B.. F 
fides an infinice nua;ber of other grievances publike an | , 
priuate,to0 long to rehearte, In ail the which we toun4 0: FA 
caemics ltrength G great chat all juſtice hath bin deniec vs 4 
thercin , and ali the an{wer we could get was an ab{vlute PF 
command to breake vpour Allſembly, 0 
Bur when as the importunitie of ths miſchiefe and the wn 
miſchiefe and the neceſlitie of remedie' forced vs to have _ 
often recourſe vnto his Maiel(tie, Then oar Aduerſaries bc- A 
gan to [tile our ſuite and humble petition reiterated, by the n 
name of rebellion, that ſo they might not onely take trom 
vs all hope ef iult:ce, but alſo make vs odious, Andto o- my 
pen a doore for warre and perſecution , they obtained 2 nn 
commination of crime to be proclaimed aga:n{t vs (asif it "3 
were acrime to complaine) threatning aloud our perſeue. Tas 
rance with the Kings word, and cauſing burſall Edicts tv | 
be extraordinactly confirmed in Courts of Parhament for ah 
WW - preparatives fur warre againſt vs. The King neuurrhe'efſe ke 
pegs 9 _ out of his natural! good 16s and great inclination to tuſtice, 'V 
phi (5 pucting by the violence of «4: r en-mies , promwile}. vs bj a 
Ange FRET the Prince his High neſſe and Mon/eur de [, wynes row Con fo 
withs tx mo- ſtable, who gave their word tothe Lords Leſdrignrere: 216 " 
nei*5 10 cafe of Chaſtellen for &e betce: a[lufance, that within {1x moneths "I 
76Per:0- Mabkec, 41 


after che day of our {eparation,the citic of Leyroure ſhould 
be reſtored vnto vs, and the Counſellers received into ih: * 
Parliament of Paris, The Briefe tor the cuſtudie of places 
of ſaree, and the pouernment of thoſe of Dauphinc 

Nous 


9 
ſhould be delivered vp vnto vs. An4 the ouerplus of on: 
complaints fauourably as {wered,and (he anſwers trul, - xe- 
cuted; and that within feuen monechs atter the day ot our 
ſeparation, the Deputies ot Bearu ſouid haue audicnce vp. 
v1 that that they had to thew varohis Maicttic. And 1m caſe 
ticle promiies were not periocmed witiun the ture, 1 
ſhould be lawtuli for vs to mecte again, to re-demand we 
lice of his Mateſtie ypon our gricuances . Now becaule 
(lat vpon tne condition of thele promites , vpor the afſu- 
rance wich the which they were {ct forth vnto vs, and vpor 
the true intent prormiled in the pertormance of the fare 
dependeth the maine iultification of our procedure toilow- 
ing , for the which weare vniufily ccclared faultic , and 
dealt wirhall by the rigor of armes; let all cite worla fee liere 
vpo0n What gronnd we build our linceritic and plaine mea- 
ving , and what right we had co reatlemble our iclues. For 
confirmation of che promiſe made vs corhis purpole , we 
were ſhewed chatic was the very tirit thing the King »«n 
nis word promiled to hisfubicRs ot the Religion, (ince he 
came to the Crowne, The Lord Conltable, added that 11s 
comming 11 berweene, would be worth Brictes vnto vs, 
and happily more. The King himſcite our of his owne 
wouth confirmed it fince at Fontainebleau to theDeputics 
that ceriified the King of our {eparation, in prelence ot ti1e 
Lord Duke de Leſdigwmeres,who had aftures vs as much be- 
tore, Had it now bin lawtull forvs codetire or tmagine a- 
ny better licence then the Kings facred word, tie firlt that 
cuer he gaue vs? Paper and ioke can adde no weight nor 
authoritie to a Kings word. And certainly we fhould hau2 
held our felues vnworthy of our Kings favour , and iniuri- 
ous to his authoritie, it we hail required greater 2fl1r2nce 
for this peri(ſion chen his owne word, 1 hus our Ailem- 
bly broke vp the 23 of April, 1620. after an AR drawne 
anos vs of var obe-tience, containing all cond tions and 
promiſes aforelaid,, withorder giuen to thoſe» of Roche'l 
tor the calling of another Congrcgation,1t need ſhould be, 
un ch a place as they ſhyuld chinke molt conucnicnt. T0 
C3 : 
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Deputies, after they had wichdrawn8 themſelues,and given 
account ia the Provinces, were continued, or others ioy. 
ned tothe, to meete together againe, in caſe of vnper+ 
formance of things gra:ited according to the condition cf 
the promiles, This was done in ail the Provinces openly, 
to his Miicttics knowledge and the Lords of his Coun 
cell. It was not milliked, 1 he King wade no declaration to 
the contrary. And yc<t this is moſt certain, that if there were 
any enterpriſe or attempt againlt the Kings authoricie, it 
wasthe nomination of the Deputies , Bur as that was 2c» 
kno» le:ged [a vfull by permacting ir, becauſe of the con. 
ditio : lo #lfv ovr Deputies Generall ſuing the pertore 
ma'1ce of things promited, did nor fticke toarde alwayes 
this remonitrance to the Lordsot the Councall; Do vs in- 
feice, and ſane vi the abonr of another meer g, The Prince 
his H:ghactle being divers times prefent in Parliament to 
confi me the Kings command for the admiſhon of the 
Counceliors, ſhewed vnto them the permitſivn we had to 
reaſſemble our (ſelues, which they themlclues occalioned 
by their retuſall, 

Now the prefixt time of ſize moneths for the perfors 
mance of promiles expiring, the 1 3.0f October, without 
any ctte&t, the King being gone into Guyenne in Septem- 
b:r, was {ollicited by our enemies to enioyne thoſe of 


:cd,1nd zn alte. Bearn tocxccutie the order of Relticution, and to confrive 


ration made 1n 
the country of 
ilic laretie ard 
bertic 18 Ree 
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it in the Parijament of Pau. The tern'c agreed ypon tor 
theirremonitrances, which his Maickie promiled to heare 
from the mouth of their Deputies, extended to the 13, 0! 
Nouemberz wich cauſed the Parliament of Pay vpon te 
Kings command, to order thatike Depuries ſhould maxc 
their remonſtrances to his Maieſtie, within the time agreed 
ypon, (contirmed again by alctter dated the 24 of Seprem» 
ber tron bis Maicſte to the fa:td Parliament ) otherwilc 
therime being expired,the order of Rettttutio! ſheuld 5c 
conti:med. His Maieſtie not contented with this De- 
cree, before the remonſtrances of thofe of the coun- 
try were herd, was put on by ourenewies to go og] 
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felferhither, And akhough the Parliament by a ſecond De. 
cree of confirmation, had prevented his Maicities coming; 
yet through the induRion of ourenemizs, he entred into 
the country with his armie, 

| We would here willingly conceale the di{loyaltie of our 

enemies, 1nd the crueltizs there practiſed by their induce- 

meuts, if their calumntous accufitions and the bicter ans. 

guith of our miſcries did not row conftraine vs to open 

| our mouthes for our owne iuſtification, and to call on ven. 

| g-ance before God and men, We will noe {peake\ of the 
alceration mac in the country, by the vimitirg of ic to the 


Crowne of France, though it be euident it was not fo 
| much tor any aduantage to France, as to make way for the 
al:eration ot our Religion, We will onely touch in few 
words ſo much as hath bin donedirealy for the ruine of 


| the Goſpel, The King then being at Nauarenx, and pur 
poſing to keep? his promiſe with Afonſiewr de Sales, rnade 
) Britat Bourdeaux,and lince confirmed in the country,that 
| he would (till maintaine bim in the gouernment of the Ci. 

tie, in conſideration of tis lon? ſeruices, and the ready 0+ 


' bedience he ſhewed by all manner of ſubmiſſion vnro hiz 
Maicltie: yet for allthis, vrge{ by our enemies cotake rhe 
, government from _— cineit toa Papiſt, bur with- 
c hel4 by the religion of tis promiſes, the lefuite chat is ill 
c at his eldow interpoliog his counſeli of conſcience (or r2+ 
e ther withour conf{ctence) pertwad-d hts Majeſtic that it 
c was lawtull tor him to breaxe his promile, by an equinge 
! cation, truly deſerving the ind:gnation of God and men, 

Towy promiſe ({2ith he) Sir. & either of State or con/crence. Of 

con'crence (lanh he) itcannor be, for it is contrary to the 7004 
$ of the Charch Seewrg then it is of State, your Alateſtie eugit 
Y ty belecme your Comnſcliours, who /hew you, that f: r the good of 
'c your ſermices, it 1 neceſſary rbat this place be no longer in the 
'C power of as Hugvensr, Thusthe King led by the Maifter ot 
I his conſcience, who will be a furetic for htm to God for all 


!- Þ} tcihall do by hiscounſell, commanded 2 /oniewr do Salts 
i- | torthwih to reſigoe his government to 47on/iowy de Poy- 
ac _ K74 
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ene {worne enemie to thoſe of our Religion, And then the 
Townec-garilon being firſt removed, and the initabitant Gy. 
armed, there were brought in feure hundred ſoulgiers Pa. 
pilts vnder Aon fieur de Poyanes com mand ,-T his dune,ts 
take a1 ay all that might yet any wayes {ecurethule of the 
Relicion, the ſix Capraines ot the Parlans were callieree, 
and the Townes of Sauucterre, Orthes, Oleron and Nat 
filled with Papiſt-gariſons. T he King being come. the {e. 

cond time to Pau, gaue the Biſhops the prelidencie in wwe 
Allembly of Eſtates there called , that fo they might oucr- 
ſway the whole country. Aod God grant he crie no: the 
ſame experiment of their perfidie tlat chated his taih:r 
thence in his intaucic z and that the neighbour-encmics 
pradiiſes finde not in them 2 ready way 1:to Fraiice 
through that doore where our Qdelicie hach alwayes beene 
a bulwarke, Now that no part of the lecuritie and libertic 
of our Religion might remain vovielaced, the Papiſts were 
made maſters of all our Churches, notwitt Randivg the 
condition of the reſtitution it {elte , bearing this relerua- 
tion, that the Churckes ſhould remaine ours t1]] iuch time 
a5 others were prouided vs. Theſe alterations n:ade out of 
bate to our Religion,and to baniſh ic the country, fo aug- 
mented their botaneile who are continually taught and in- 
cited io milchiete vs, chat whereas retpe&t of tl:e Kings pre- 
ſence ſhould have reſtrained them, yer their licentiouineile 
ſo ouerflow ed, that wherclocuer they came, our Churches 
could not be {aued trum infinite rauages and ſcandals, © 
fargthat euea within the Citie of Pau (the \\ing himſelfe be- 
ing there) af er they had broken downe the pulpit and 
ſeaces of the Clurcli, they burned publikly the Bubie and 
New T<ltament, The Minilters were in divers places out- 
r-ged, anddiuers perluns conftrained againit their con{ci- 
ences 10 k..cele to Procellions., The overplus of the mio» 
lences,vioicnces and riots that this poore Country endu- 
red,was ingunerable, and ſuch as the mot ſauage enemies 
could exerciſe 1 the midlt of a conquett. Hereupon for 
criwnph Araewx makes 3 byoke,tuice, 7 be Kn:g m Bears; 
where 
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where, not able to containe himſelfe for loy to ſee his defe 
ſeignes ſo forward, h: plainly ſhewes how far he purpoſeth 
they (ball enieaJy and what we muſt expe& will be the ic- 
quele of them, The Kivg (by his reckoning) is not to ſur- 
ceale till he hath quite extinguiſhed the Religion that hee 
ſo mach abhorreth: and highly extolling him for this com- 
mencement and purſuit ofthe delitzne,aboue the lace Kin, 
tis father; leaues to be vnleritoo | thit th: death of thar 
good King hating bin baſtned tor refaling to doas much; 
his Maieſtic is to looke for more fayourabl: y age at their 
hands ſo loog as he will continue. 

Bearn brought to this pitifull 2(tate, the King vpon iis 
returne letr pars of his army in Guyenne, an ſcattered che 
teſt 19 Poictou, filling all our Churches with rerri,r: And 
thencetorth no talk bur of the ruine of all Hugueno:s, All 
the diſcourſe at Court 1s of the liege of Rochell, Thev fay, 
it is 90t athree moneths matrer; they ſtay bur tor weat!:cr, 
lathe meane while all the promites made at Loudun be- 
ing negle&ed,zhe tim- p.tt,and nothing periormed, (ſauce 
the delivery of the Briefe tor the keepin 2 of places ) nor- 
with(tanding the earneſt purſuic of our Deputies Genera!! 
all this white; the cangregation of Deputies nominated by 
tne . ounces (and bound to meet to preſent their requetts 
tos Mieſtie vpon the vop:rformance of promiſes} as 
called 2t Rocheli againſt the 25 of Nouember, We will nor 
omut that atter the alterations made in Bearn, the Towne ol 
Leyrour- was reſtored to a Gentleman of the Religion; bur 
& all 104 ferent p- rfons 1wdge , whether a Papilt garifon 
being le't-there , and, agaiatt the order of the former go- 
vrnmcnt of the Towne, a Lieutenant eſtabliſhed, that ne- 
ver ad the apprebation of the Synod of the Province, a:- 
cor ting 'o hc 1ntent of his Maieftics Briete for the keep- 
ing t places of fatetie, this be the (quaredeabog that was 
promited vs, Againe,we leaue it :obe iudged, wherher af. 
ter that the (afetie of a whole country ha'h bin wreſi d 
irom vs, this maine promite executed after luch 1 taſhio | 
ad 2] the relt negleted and remaining vopertormc. : 
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our right of complaining of ſo manifeſt an abuſe , and of 
theſe new and ſo intollerable grieuances, doth ceaſe, whe. 
ther the neceſlitie of it be din1niſhed, & whether the };ber. 
tic of accetl2 thould be ioterdifted ys, Such then being the 
weight of the reifons why we thould re-atſemble our 
ſ:lues, and withall flic to the Kings wuſtice, having leave 
ſorococ; yerneu.rtheleſle we were (carce al! met in this 
place,whenas a ecl iration came forth, that made vs. males 
tators, denouncing wrath and iudgement of cond mn. 
tion againſt che allemblers and atſembled, Bue noiw!:th. 
Nanvi g fo.almuch as we tinde that our gricuaces are {0 
vrgent; thac our cuntciences iummon v8 to tuitil the charge 
impuled vpon vsby our Churches; and that they witnetle 
vato vs in ligceritie that we proceed accurding vnto- iu- 
ſtice, We eadeuor co pretent vato the King our moſt hum- 

ble r.monliraces, to pur, e vs of chefalle acculatiuns and 
crimes laid vpon-vs by our aducrlaries, who abule the 2y- 
choritie of hts name co breake his word with vs, To fhew 
vnto his Majeſtic the»vrgent necel{itie ot our juſt :0ms 
:aints: To beleech him uw. all humvhitie tiar xt w- uld pleale 
hin to deliver our Churches from {o many :larvms a: d 
frightsas do now enuiron them on allid:s. Ina word, 
that he would ſheiy himiclte our Proteor againlt fo vio- 
lene an oppulition as is generally praftiied a; ainſt ys over 
all his kingdome, ro the pr etudice of the auchoritie of !118 
EdidGis, and again(t the open threats of our rtvine , which 
by the example of the calatniries of Bearn are made more 
feartull, Bur we hnde that our enemies tad Ropt his Mar 
iellies eares againlt all our requeſts which are reteCted; nele 
ther will any thing be receiued or hea'd 011 our fide , And 
at the {ame time we are cxuminally arraig.ied in Varliaments 
and otaer Courts of iuftice, This To xne and all of vs are 
threatened with warre, as rebels and (cditious pcrions. 
\Whereupon judging by experi-nce of what is pait, and 
by our enemics metizod, which to our colt we have but £00 
welllearnd and experimented, that this accuſation and 


theſ; threats weee £0 autitorize a refulall a::d dema!ll of iu- 
ſtice, 
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tice, and to make v8 foſe all hope of cuer obtaining any 
ching hereafcer in our moſt iuſt and necetſary comp/.ain 5; 
we 1a{iſt at ſeveral times on the tuitification ot vur innocen- 
cie, and continue to beſcech tis Maic(tic, and to lay d wne 
our mott humble peticions at bis tcete, Bur as all accefle is 
int-rdiRted vs, and trat 70 bring our procee0: gs i» to has 
tred cuen with thoſe of our owne tide and to fave divilicen 
in our Churches, our eric'n:es c2ule.! ic to be co'd 017 De- 
punes Gererall a:id d vers others among vs,that the King, 
though reſolued to heare noch ny trum vs would notwithe 
Rand:.ng devle aun r bly wich bh stubietsof c. eReliviong 
wd do thei wit ©. That he was s:illng to heare our com- 
| JJ paints by ine Veputie: Generall, and 11 che name of the 
 ÞY Churcies, | v tric + hat would be the eff: R of theſe words, 
: we ceo (Ic al purfuite m our owne nam2jare (ilent, and pur 
; Tf & vucr wooly ro our Deputies Generall, co follow it in 
tor ox, name znt in the na:ne of the Churches. And 


$ er:ainty we may bold'y adde, tharit the eſtate of our cala- ®T 

4 £ 1s 1NCrealing daily, anc threatning worſe, had not aug- 8 
: 7nd our appr<Rention 3nd juſt miſtruſt, OUercome wi h 4H 
4 Þ © many vexartons, repulies, threars, ang with deſpaire of Þ-0 
| 2ny iuccetle, we could delire nothing more then to retire 5 
bs our teluesz aad it mav be our Churches w uld hauec pardo- + ' 
£0 red vs, Bur at the ſametime the fraud of our enemies did oh bi 
ys turther diſcouer it felfe, and the perſecution projieted a» | 4 & 
is guilt vs, breaking out ind vers laces," 1 h maniteit.d ther wt 
oe I «lignes by fo many p-rfidies anc ourrag's, thar being T4 


1z- Þ force i tor iuſtification of our iinocencie and lawfull de- 

tis I (oct 4226. utthe warre they make vpn vs, here to lay 0+ 

nd Y pv cher} proceedings be are thee of ali rhe world , we 

nes Y vous be {crupulou for the {:-onour of France to publiſh 

are I <<<6s fo odious, if withal! it wrre not knowne thar the au- 
ns, } ors of them are France”. greatel? enemies, and have con- 
and I» re ' her r-+7e and Cuts x : 

£0 ir ft of all v ter col-ur of h. le f '"- Pro k ifes, thatthe 
and FeX n2 would "EÞe his Evias mage in tauour of his 
* 14s Y otects ui the Retigon,and woul, lanisfte ther complaints 
[t1crs D 0. 
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of ynperformance of promiſes, my Lord Duke de Le(d. 
grieres isdrawne to the Court, by periwading him that wig 
mediation wou'd be a great fturtheraiice vnco the bufinetle, 
and allthe Lords and perſons of greateſt note ainong vg 
arc entertained with the fame hopes. Inthe meane while 
Monſieur de 31 ontmorence is vp in armes againlt vs in Lan. 
guedcc and after many afts ct hoſttirte, ſets ypon Ville 
neufue de B:ry a Towne of ours in Viuarez. And becaulc 
ir wasealle to be foreleenc that this violence would me te 
with « pp«firion » Monſieur de Reanx Lieutenant of the 
Kings Guard is lem from Court with apparent command 
to difarme all iuch as he ſhould finde armed . 1Monſienr de 
Chaſtuion (whole prudence and attettion to the Kings fer. 
vice and countries peace had hitherto withheld the pe-ples 
impatience, defirous to repulle the violence oftered them) 
being informed of the faid Siewr de Reanx his charge bya 
yeoinan of the Guard whom he had ſent vnto him, con« 
tinued co Nay our peoples commotion : and Þs he e pets 
more particular newes trom'the ſaid Sienr de Reanx,and of 
Alon/ienwr de Montmorencies obedience to the command 
he brought, Valleneutne de Berg having withſtood twe 
ſcaladocs and diuers aſlaulcs at the gate , yeelding preſently 
at the Kings rame to the ſaid Siewr de Reanx , and ſubmits 
ting it ſelfe ynto his proteRion and keeping , Aonſienr de 
tMoxtmorenci comming in, eftabliſheth there a gariſon, 
which at the ſame inſtant committech all kind of riots and 
—_—_ « Hereupon our men being induced to arme 
themiclue* for fedre of the like frauds, and tor the necelhty 
of cheir owne detence . Monſieur de Reanx comming to 
Monſieur de Chaſtillen, and alluring» him that Villeneufue 
de Berg ſhould be reſtored, and vnder hope that according 
to the articles agreed vpon betweene them, all things 
ſhould be reeltabliſhed in peace, hauing obcained that he 
ſhou'd voarme; whiles he was truly doing 10, Aton/ienr at 
CHontmirencs in ſtead of pertorming covenants , lodgeth 
fige or fixe companiesin Villeneufue de Berg , and pro» 
claimes with a drum Aon/iewr de Prrane Goucrnus moo 
a 
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and moreouer hauing diſpatched divers new cormifſions, 
dated the morow after Swewy de Reans his arival. there, he 
aſſiegeth Vals another place of ours in Vinarets, where e- 
uen the faid Siewr de Reanx himſelte, whiles Monfienr de 
Chaſtillon reſted vpon his word, that Monfiewr de CMontmer 
rencs ſhould performe cournants, alliited in perion, and 
was ſpe&aror of the battery, This little and weake place, 
without apy defence but the inhabicai:ts, hauing-endured 
z hundred cannon ſhor, yeelding vpon honorable compo= 
(i-ion, direRly contrary to the capiculation ail inanner of 
cruelues, violences and barbariſmes haue bin there praQi- 
fed vpon an infinite company of poore innocent perſenz 
cruelly murthered or rau thed, And againe,contrary to the 
laid articles the like hath bin done at Va'ons a placc nears 
ynto the other, Theſe frauds and breaches of counterfeit 
contracts,do manifeſt vnto the world that the Kings word 
and apparent command, haue bin v/ed but asa {are tor yur 


plaine meaning, and vnder a {ecret approbation of all chat 


Monfienr de Montmorenci ſhould doe to the contrary, to 
make ys loſe thoſe places. 

Moreouer at the {ame time Afonſieur de Poyane having 
forcified himſelf i1 Bearn to beate out Monſieur de [4 Force, 
Manſienr de a Salaate 15 (elit trom the King to 1/onfiewr de 
lu Force to command him to» ditmiile toe rroupes that he 
kepc by himfor his owne fafetic and to maintain the Kings 
authoritie 'in« his charge of Gouernour of the country a* 
gainſt che violent enterpriſes of the ſaid Srewr de Poyave. 
But rhe ſaid Stewr de la Saladie in {tead of carving ba. ke 
Monſieny de 14 Forces anſwer to the King ," as he ifceme.!, 
w.nt inco Guy-nne to 17eſſi-wrs d E\pernon de Iignoler,and 
divers others to arme, {0 that in an inſtant all Guycnne 
was fi'led with troupes, beſides thole that were lett there 
betre, 

On the other fide,ar the fame ir ftant rhe rrovpes left in 
Poiftou drew neare vnto this Cicie an4 S.lohn JAngely. 
And by order from the Councell all Courts of Audit tor 
Receics were remuucd trim all ovr places of fafetic, here 

D 2 they 
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they were efiabliſhed; a palpable argument that though 4 
the citic of Rochell oncly was chreatned , yet all the re [ 
were aimed at, by a generalldeſligne of warre againſt vs b 
xeady to be pur in execution z this remouall being to no b 
other end, then to take from vs the meanes of helping our fi 


ſelucs with thole profits in our owne defence when the bc 
perlecution ſhould come, which by conſequent they inten= th 
ded againſt vs, cl 
| Now asby theſe new alterations of our peace. by theſe me. T 
naces, by the open oppr. (lion & perſecution in {o many pla= Y of 
ceazwe did terelee well enough the Rorme y hung over our YF © 
heads and ready to fall,knowing beſides y our enemies puſt © bi 
vp with their {uccelle in the rauage & defolaiion of Bearn, Þ he 
did ſtay for nothing but a fi: ſeaſon to continue our ruine | tx 
by an open warrez which was too calieto be learnd by their | of 
open talke, vpon the returne from Bearn , of the ti-geof FF int 
Rochell, of the meanes and facilitie of taking it. By the ge 
diſcourſewhich the King was hourely entertained with of Þ mi 
the ruine of Huguenots: by the calumnies laid vpon vs FJ an 
for a pretext ; by the threats that tollowee; and by the pre- ae: 
parations vil:bly made for that purpoſe, Neuerthelefle be- bc 
cauſe there was ſome ſpeech of the Kings good will toe ue 
wards his ſubi:&s of the Religion, and the authoriie of his an 
Edi&s, our Deputies Generall (to whole charge the whole YI ct 
purſuite was reterred) preſented vnto his Maicſtic a bill of 'P 
cowplaints, requeſting ſatisfaQtion for ſome of the moſt M 
ji;mporcane grieuances, with a ſpeedier execution tor the lor 

_ peace and {afetie of our Churches, | 
But after many inftances and delayes, after divers follici- tioi 
earions and ſupplications of all the chicfeft among vs, euen of « 
of the Lord Duke de Leſdiguieres himſelf preſent ac Court, Wa 
our Deputies genera!l could never obtaine any anſwer. Re! 


Onely Monfienr de Fabas one of them, and a Gentleman IF vs, 

tat came vnto vs trom the Lord Duke ae Leſd:gwerer, has Y 6th 

uing giuen vsto vnderſtand accordipg to a writing of the I {no 

faid Lord de Leſdrgweres vnder his one hand. That for all I tte! 

amegds after ſo many complaiats, a Duke de Lef- Y co 
drg nieres 
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digmieres did perſwade himſelf ( for the King , ho wiever 
our Churches were giuen to hope that he would maintaine 
his Edicts, did not here ſo much as patle his w: rd,neither 
by mouth,nor by any Officer of State ) that if we would 
ficit ſeparate our f{elues, we ſhould obraine the rerraire of 
tvupes from all places where we did miilruſt them . That 
the gouernment of the places in Dauphine ſhoul4 be ſear- 
ched and delivered vs in {ix moneths :f it could be found. 
T hat order (houl4 be taken for the paiment of ſuch ſums 
of mony 28 haue bin promiſed them of Bezrn-in lieu of 
their Ecclcliaſticall revenues. That Aton/fieard: {a Force and 
bis ſunnes ſhould fi]! hol4 their piaces, And moreouer,that 
he was promited atluredly char nothing ſhould be attemps 
t:d during the time that ſhould be requilite for the returne 
of our re{olutions, But as we were about them,/ we were 
informed by 1onſievr de Chalas the other of our Deputies 
generall, that the next day after, contrary ta the faid 'pro= 
miles , our enemies had wrought the Kipg to an abfoluee 
nd open reloluticnot making warre againk vs, ' That or» 
der was giuen tor the leuying of an are of one and forty 
mouland foote ard tix thoufand horte, And that the go» 
vernment of Bearn was taken from Afonfenr de la Fore, 
an4 given to Monſieur the Marthail d: T:emines, andthe 
cfice of Captaine of the Guard which his 'onne fon four 
le 1arquis de {4 Feres bad , was giuen tg the Marquns de 
Mauny, andthat Monſicur de Monponellan another of 13 
lonnes was.commanded co-leane the Court,” = | 

At the ſame time, tas our enemies haltenced our perſecu- 
tion by all kind of meanes,as, {edirious termons,inftroting 
of can'celhions d famatory jtbeis, ca/ummes and impoſtures 
againſt our fidelitie , impreſſion of the ings bate ro our 
Religion, and their declara:ionsof warre publiſhed agaioft 
vs, which have wrought theſe efets, lt happened 1n the 
de of Tours the 390t April laſt, that one 17ariin le Now, 
{not long afareconuertee to-curReligion, for the whic! 
be (uffere'! many iniuries and reproches, ſo farre, that the 
people hauing made an efthgie of ſtiaw, and _ Cale 
$25, ig 
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lngit by his name, ſomerimes by the name of Martie 
Luther, did burne it publikly, and go witice coul: euer be 
obcaincd tor lo outragious an wioknce)cicd; any as he was 
caricd to his graue, thepeople wade a head, an4after they 
had abuled hus corple and thoſe that accompanied it, atter 
they hai! commuirted all forts of indignicics and inhumaui- 
ties in the cigging vp ot his grave, lecking to do worſe, 
{ticred. a more violent {edition.So that havinz broken down 
and razed a houle neare the Church-yard, they run to the 
Chucch, being halie a mile thence, chey fre ic, they enter 
the Sextons huuſe, and they pill and ranfacke it; and be- 
ing increaled to the number of a tearfull multitude, they 
euntinuethree whole dayes together in firing and pulling 
downe our Church, wichour the Magiſtrates interpoſition, 
and comming to0 late he was not ab.c co reprefle toraging 
a vivlence. From thence the example of this {edition pat- 
ſeth preſentiy vnto the Towne of Poicticrs, where the 
peopletraniporied with like turie, haur razed to the very 
ground the walls of the Church-yard where they of the 
Religion bury their dead, broke and bartered all the ſepul- 
chers , 2&d had commirred the like viole».ce vpon the 
Church,it the mere carcfull Magiitrace had noe Ropped 
their courie, 

Now the order of ourenemies counſ:ls 1nd aRions hi- 
therco,and chicfly theſe eragicail and horrid vprores, the 
great preparatives for warre , the vniutt anc rigorous dea- 
ling with Monfrenr de la Force and tus fonnes, cortrary to 
the kate atlucance,, with the troupes ready vnder Morn/iew 
d'Eſpernons command tor the invalion:of Bearn, witn: {[cd 
and ſhewed lufticiently, rbacthe houre of a cen+rall per'e- 
cution was come ,' and that the defſigne of ourru ne 0 
long a hatching now appeered . Wheretore our enemies, 
that their pertidies might play their pare and pertorme their 
vemoſt, promite that the King will {ez 1ttice dons vpoit 
the {edition of Toursz and to teke away atl tuſpition c-e- 
where, or to lull aſl:epe the more confident fort, they cauſe 


a ccClaration to be confirmed in all Courts of Parliament 
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the 27 of April, ſhewing that though the King would chz- 
ſtiſe ſome of his fubieRsofthe Rehgion ( ſuch as are ter- 
med rebels and (editious) yer he meane and protniled te 
keepe his Edits with the reſt as loag as they ſhoul@tetnaiti 
in x wn obedience, and that he would mainrainean@ pre 
ſerue their libertie and fatetic according to the contents of 
che Edicts, And hoally they affure Monhenr dla Force, 
chat if he would leave Bearn ,. he ſhould:no ſooner! ferid 
Monſicxr a E ſperwow word of it, but he ſhould preſently 
withdraw himlelfe, Now we will ſhew what was ch: offet 
of theſe promiſes, We will begin with the laſt, wkich was 
firſt violated. Atter Monſieur de {a Force had withdrawne 
him(zlfe, and had certified Mon/ierr & Eſpernon of his dif- 
arming and retraic by the Baron df 4rros j preſently Mon. 
fewr dE ſpernon entred the country with his armie, and fet- 
{:d all cownes and places where they of our Religion were 
molt in number, filled them with ttrong garifons, razed the 
Caſtle of Montanay, and brought the people to ſuch a la- 
mentable eſtate, chat moſt of them, yea the chiefelt haue 
bin forced to fiic co quit their goods and country ; divers 
ynarmed and naked perlons were murthercd , and the relt 
remaine at this preſent reſtrained vnder a wiſerable ſerui- 
tade, (aftcring all ſorts of iniuries'and cruefries. On the 0- 
ther ſide,the King ſetting forwardforthe execution of the 
menaces publiſhed againſt this Citie\, after he had ſpred a- 
broad hisallurances, that he went ot again{K(his ſubieRs 
ef che Religiun in generall, and made particular promiſes 
tothe Gouernours of ſome of our places of fafetie, thar 
comming to them he would innovate nothing, paſſing by 
Tours , where the fedition being renewed and growne 
tronger, and the Commillaric ſent to execute iuflice, dri- 
yea outof the Towne, the priſoners fercht out of priſon 
by violence, the houſes of thoſe of our Religion ( who 
frighted with the firft ctumule had withdrawne themſelves ) 
pild and ranfackt, onely the Kings reucrence violated. hath 
with much ado bin expiated by * executicn of fi: poore 
depgerly rogues; (and that yet to entertaine their cred n tie 
whonz 
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whom qurenemies would tced with hope thavthe keeping 
of Eds ſhould becontinued.) His Mai-fiie came to Sau- 
murg. where Menfewr du Plefſis telying vponthe expretle 
promiles made him, that nothing ſhould be alcered in che 


ernment ,: and vpon the truth of the Declaration pubs - 


khed three weekes before, h:uing opened the gat.s ot the 
Citie and Caltle to the King , experimented to our great 
dawimage the frauds and pertidics of our enemics, who in= 
duced the King to take away the gevernment tom him, 
and to put agariſon of foure hundr.d ſould'crs of tis G rd 
in he Caſtle, aud another in the Fauxbourgy of the greene 
Crolle,and by this meanesto make vs lol: this plice of (a c- 
tic. With what borror and indignarion can all France ce 
the enemies of her peace and the Kings leruice #buſe thus 
perfidiouſty his name and word, to commit theicdio detetta» 
ble d/floyalti-$? Fr is but ten monetbs ayo that by bis Ma- 
ices expreſle grant, te keeping of places of f{at<tie was 
continued vnto vs for foure yeares, Of all others, the citie 
of Saumur was oncofthe moſt importan: for our faterie, It 
had bin in our cuſtody cuerfince + late Kirg bein, King 
of Nauarre,requeſted by Herve the third , came accompa- 
nicd with thoie of our Religion to deliver lim from the 
captiuirie and tyranvie of the l[cague, T hat Towne was gi- 
uen him for his pa and K remained thencetorth in cut 
keeping,as a token of our good ſeruices and fidelitic to this 
Crowne, This place ſeated on che Loire was to {erue ys, in 
the perſecutions and confuſions which the enemies of this 
Eſtate haue now ſtirred vp, for 2 rerraic ox commed:ous 
pallage for ſo many poore diftretled Hocks, ro ſafe them 
{clues fromthe future turic of fire ard ſword. This Towne 
during the peace of theſe lacer yeares, was a nurſery of che 
Church, and wasthe feate of a flouriſhing Vniu-r(i1e For 
theſe cauſes our enemies crueltie hath cauicd the King to 
begin this warre, in the which they carry him heading 2+ 
gainlt vs,by this terrible blow, ſo great, that ro giue it VS 


with greater facilitie, ail che precedent caiumn.cs, all the. 


pretexis of diſobedience and 1ebellioa , ali tne parcicular 
Co 
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declarations againſt our Aſſembly and this Citice, all frau- 
dulent declarations and promiſes made in fauour of ſuch 
as ſhouid remaine in their obedience tothe King have bin 
ſct on foote, For can' it be {aid , that Aſonfewy du Plſſis, 
whoſe long and faithtfull ſeruices done to the late King 
and his Maieſtic now reigning , are knowne to all men, 
ſhould baue committed any a& of diſobedience or rebel- 
lion? Nay rather did he not pale all meaſure of confidence 
in the diſloyaltic of our encmics, out of hisreſpe& to the 
Kingsbare name? And hoping to auoide the (torme that 
hung apparently over our heads, did he not himſelfe pyb- 
liſh the benefic of that deceittull declaration ; and to make 
the ficſt criall of it, opened with ſuch confidence the gates 
of the Towne and Caſtle co the King ? Wherefore the de+ 
ligne being thus yamasked, our enemies were now pleated 
to en that it was intended againſt all in generall, For 
29 ſoone as the King was at Saumur, newes came how that 
gl cheProteftancs throughout all the principall cities of 
Normandic weredifarmed. Were they allo traitors?Or have 
ſince the Declaration committed any aR of rebeliion 

or diſobedience? Beſides all chis,whiles the King was yet 
at Saumur, Aonſienr Arnant comes to S, lohn d'Angely 
on Saturday the 15 ofthis moneth, to command the Lord 
Dukede Rohan and Aſenfiesr de Sonbize to come to the 
King, who delired their aduice for the taking vp of the 
—— affaires, This was doneto two ends: firlt,that vnder 
ope of iuſtice, the great ones and common people of our 
Reki ion might be withheld as they haue bin hitherto, 
whites the preparatines for warre againlt vs were cuery 
where a haſtening. Secondly and chict!y, that there n.ight 
be the leſſe ſuſpiton of the Kings troupes led by 1ſon frewr 
& Amriac, who the very next day entring the tuburbes of 
$.lohn with three chouſand and five hundred wen; atlzul- 
ted the rtowne and gates, and would haue gone turther, and 
taken ir,if he had not found reliftance, Was this Towne al- 
ſo guiltie of treaſon? Could the Towne be guiltie, and not 


the Lords of it ? And yet the King writes to —_—_ the 
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Duke de Rohan, as to his faithfull and affeRionate ſeruan: 
and his Lieuteeant Gouernour in the Prouinceof Poictou, 
which ſurely he would not do to a rebelland traitor, Whar | 
othcr crime then hatththis Towne committed , to be thus 
atlailed and threataed with a ſiege, andforced to expe be- 
fore her wals the Kings cannon and armie, which maker: 
towards it withall diligence and ſpeed ? What- crime alfy ( 
may the Towne of Targeau (another p'aceof tafctie) have , 
committe, which was at the ſame time defieged, othe; Y 
then our enemicsoath to haus no mercie? then the hate F 

0 
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of our Religion,whoſe ruine they haue conſpired ? 

This is that which we lay downe before the eyes cf al! 
our Countrymen, and not of them alone, but of all Chri. 
ſt.ans, whom we hereappeale- vato to judge of our inno» 
cenci?, and of the violent perſecution that we vnivſtly tub. F: 
fer. And though this true narration of our enemies procee- 
dings againit ys, and of urs towards our King, witneſlerh 
ſuſtciencly the calumnie of their accuſation, by the whict 
they proclaime vs rebels ; yet that we may nat leaue any 
ſhadow that might alienate from vs the fauour of good IF ,;, 


» 


mens equicable iudgements, their compaſſion of our mile 


rics, and their he]pe in our iutt and neceilary defence ; we 
can ealily fhew that as in vs there is neither appearance ror IF , y 


{ufpition of the crime of rcbeUion which they lay wxo our | 
charge. God forbid that any one ſhould chinke tharwhe IJ 111 
complaints which violence and oppreſſion doth cxton 
irom vs, do any way concerne our King , in whom weac I} ;... 
knowlege &reurrence with our hearts the image of God | 
here 0n earch, Bur it laying vpon ſuch as abule his affeftions 


? 
and conicience, the infultice of the which] we 'complaine, -a_ 
we woul4 name who,and tell what they are that zccuters, F . t: 
a'l France chat groanes oppreſied with che intolerable bur- F ,, 
then of their tyrannie, would witacile for vs that we thoutd try ; 


nat {pcake it by way of recrimmination nor-calumnie; Butit Y Q 
ſhall futtice ourinnocencie,that we Onely purge@uriciues | | 
ot the accuſation, T hey accuſe vs of rebellion and diſobs- F  -,, 
gience, and lay that we kicke againſt the Kings _—_ --+&s 

| Thanks * 
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Thankes be to God, the Relioien that we profeile, and 
which we hauc from time to time declared! by ajfulemne 
confeſſion preſemced to our Kings in witnctTe of the puritie 
of our {eruice to God , and the linceritic of our obecience 
tothem , hath long ſince acquirred vs of that imputation, 
\Ve acknowledge no power on carth aboue our Kings. We 
{weare not toany orher, We deteft all doctrine that teach= 
et, that either.direRly or indireftly we may be freed from 
tlie allegiance we have ſworne vato him. The holy profe(- 
fon of theſe principles, hath cucr been the fquare and rule 
of all our fathers and our ations. When was 1t found that 
2ny of vs did bathe an execrable knife in the blood of our 
Kings? or joyne {words with the great enemie to {pil our 
countries intrailes? Or rather atter ſo many wounds as 
France hath heretofore rec2iued from him,did not God vie 
our fathers armes to raiſe her euen trom the grave ? Ard 
now thar the ſame conlpiracic is newly reuived, that they 
who haue [worne morta!l hatred ro our Religion,and with 
the like furic have yowed the ruine and Ceſtruftion of 21! 
the Eſtates of Chriſtendome, 2d particularly of this Mo- 
narchie,governing at their pleaſure che Kings heart and wil 
by their luggeſtions to his con{cience,do induce liim to ha- 
ard his State to vndo vs: we dare {ay, that time and expes 
rience will yet make him acknowledge that he hath not in 
al his kingdome a (urcr prep tor his Cro-vpe then our fide” 
Itie, And certainly there can be nothing more plaineto all 
{:ch as looke vpon vs, then that the intereſt of our con= 
feruation is vnſeparably nailed co the peoce and tranquiiit- 
tie of this kingJome, and (trength o: our Prince's anth ori + 
tie, It isvndoubrtedly tt us, that according tothe humane 
meanes that God vieth for the 2du2cment of bis workes 
the conferuation and growth of our Religion in this coun- 
try, co wholy depend on tbe }:bertie and Jafetic Of the Ee 
ads vnder which we live; the vaint=ining of thete Foicts, 
on the Kings abſolute authoritie. \Witnes the happte reigne 
of Henrie the Great, whom as God hd rajled 1n abtlolute 
porer and authoritie highcr ifcn any other of the Rings 
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36 
of Chrittendome, ſo alſo vader that proſperitie and great. 
nelle of this Monarchie,our Churches were {.cne to floy- 
riſh and replaat themſelues, and the Golſpell ve frufifia 
with fo great lucceſlz, that our enemies burlting for ſpight, 
never lefc till chey had perhidiouil y depriued France ot this. 
ſoabloluieKing. And thuugh now tor a pretext to inuade 
vs and (tirre yp warre againlt our Religion , they haue ac- 
culed vs of dilobedience; haue we done any thing elle then 
complaineof che infringing of the Kings authoritie and E- 
difts, an.| demand redrefle? And is there in this any ſhadow 
of rebellion againſt our Prince? We allembled our ſelues 
trodemand iultice of him. Had we not need and right to 

do ſo? We haue already inſtified it by the eſtate of our cala. 
mities,and the condition of the. promiſes made vs. Haue 
we palled the limits of complaint > It being denied, we of> 
ten returned, and divers times endeuqured to lay downe 
our moſt humble petitions at our Kings feete; alas! who 
can diſtaſte it,or blame vs, when we beiaue our (clues to- 
wards our King, Gods image vpon earth,cuen as God him 
ſclife hath commanded vs? And becauſe many Deputics 
out of all the Prouinces , d-:firous to carry backe from the 
Kings bouncie and grace the efte& of his good wil towards 
vs, continuedtogether ; is it not a malignant and imurious 
pettifoggeric , that to authoriz? a deniall of juſtice , we 
ſhould be acculcd ot ſhidowing the Kings authoritie? And 
for a {peciall preſident tor the {aid deniali, our cnemics al- 
ledge that the Parliament after the preſentation of their bile, 
breakes vp,and (taycth not for an anſwer. But what pro- 
portion is there berweene vs and a Parliament? All our de- 
mands are particular, We demand not that ſuch rules be 
preſcribed vato the State , or ſuch new lawes and orders, 
wherein certainly the Monarchicall authoritie would be 
dilparaged and quartered it the Parliament ſhould do more 
$hen aJuice. Bur all that we' demand, is, that our burnt 
Churches may be repaired ; that the exerciſ2 of our Reli- 
vien le: and hindered vs, be re-citabl-fhed 3 That T ownes 
given ys by the King, aag takea from vs by viglence,be a 
Kareg 
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ored vs; That officers may be admitted; ThaecMlacctr tie 
ken by force outof thetr fathers. armes bec;.ginen them: a» 
gaine; apd the like. , Wherein ſhould the: Kings autbontie 
be diſparag.-d, if he ſhould command. out of hand..that in 
every one of thele points iuſtice (bould be- doneva? lt-a 
prigate man to whom an iniury is done, may iultly coar 
piajne of it,and expect ivſtice trom the King; why. it 4Þe 
i che iniury be done our of hate to a generalitic y- may-not 
2 gencralicte do the lame? Can there be-then. any: grearec - 
iniuſtice then co accule vs of rebellion and diſobedience, 
becauſe we complained and demanded iuſtice in.this ſort ? 
any greater erucl:ia, then to periecute vs for this.cauſe, and 
make warre vp3n vs? Butthisis lufkicient to:ſhew, that the 
far tetcht pretexts of Our enemies are- but: coloured: ſubeil- 
ties, to execute the old deligne of making warre vpon our 
Religion, aad to plang2 France inconfulion and cronble. 

Wherfore.conſideriag the iultice & yrging need we had 
to haue recourſe by our comp'aints-vato the Kings prote- 
gion ; The right and permiliion granted vs to-rcatkemble 
our (clucy cothat end in ſuch expreile and folemne termes: 


| the failing and breach of promilcs, cauſed by the trand of 


our enemies,” I heir violence in hindring our accefle vat 
2ur King, and in cauſing all our ſuircs.to be reiected. T he 
injuſtice of their acculation, and the flanderous crime of 
rebellion chat they impoſe won vs, The dilloyaliic of their 
proceedings colderel, whiles they temparize vpon the re« 
fulail of dving vs1ultice, that they miybt cake from vs tliree 
Townes at once in V warez, by te fraud of a treatic and 
v:cakxing their publike faith, The inyaliaa of the who'c 
country of B:arn, caatrary to ſuch an expretle fhpulation, 
11d io fully pertormed on our fide: And ater that ro comm 
mic ſuch blovJdie and inhbumane a&ts of hoſtilitie. And lait- 
ly,this infamous perfidie coaſidered,that vader the ſhad 314 
ot a Declaration autharized with the Kings facred dame, << 
.oahcmesd in ail che Courts of Parliament of France, pro» 
ming libertic and lafetie by maintaining the Edicts voto 
311uca as ſhovl8 igmaing im their obedience; th: Towne 
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of 'Szumurarad cized of! 5 whete the gates were opened 
withio muchiobedience and refpe& vnder expretle and 
parvicular promiſes ( befides the publicke faich of che De. 
claration) chacnothing ſhould be inhovared. That by a like 
fraiid nd wrecherit the Towne of Targeau was at the {ame 
time 4ruaded;$;lohn'dAngely aflaulted, and now is in ex. 
peRation of a Tiegs . All Proreſtants diſarmed throughout 
all thy chicte Townes of Normandie, co prepare ther, 2» 
lavrfor a more eaſe Bauyhier Af ali rheſethings,we (ay,be 
rightlprbnlicered cogerher, we doubt not bu it will calily 
appeare thar we {uffer this perſecution foriuſtice ſake, an 
by the hatred of our Religion, which a generalf cooſpiracic 
throughout ali-Europe now threatneth to deſtroy, 
: Wheretore being forced for the hbertie of our conſcien- 
ces;andout ot loue tooar Country, to ferke in our (clues, 
and rowards rhe friends of our Religion and this State , a 
juſt and neceſfary defence + we here yet againe preſent our 
telyes with teares before our King , befeeching bim in all 
humilirie to conlider and beleenc, that] the vowes and ar- 
dent deſires that weconrinuiallypowre forth vnto God in 
our prayers, are for the profperitie of his perſon and State, 
And that it would plezſe him ro remember that our fathers 
taughe by their Religion th*'truc obedience due vnto their 
Kings have negleRecthe feferie of their owne lives, to far. 
cher atid eduancethbe labours of Hexri- rhe Great, in the re 
couery of his kingdome, perfidioully fold and expoſed to 
the enemie, by the very ſame pretexts of hatred and per{c« 
cution againſt our Religion and vs, And that h- world vn- 
derſtand, that we following our fathers fteps, as hceires of 
their affeQions, have neuer forſzken the dutic we were 
borne to,nor refuſed the truc obedience and ready {eruice 
eat our Religion teachcth vs to yeeld him. And would to 
God, Sir, that your Maieſtie moved with the true interclt 
of your greatnetle, and out of your. natural cenercfiticy, 
woul4 for the fetling of your Crowne and dignitic cf your 
kinzdome, turne your atmes ypon the enemies of your 
grate, and yſe our fidelitie in the defence of fuch a caule, 
\Yec 
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We will bald[y-ay for our felues, that in'ſs glorious 21 c+ 
mulation betweene yoar beſt-ſfoabixAs,we work city 49/25 
the prite from chem all; Bur 4ve fry now: wel egres of 
blood, ati} inthebinetnetiÞgb prones thay revF2 Bur” ith 
trals, chat the enemies of your Crowne iridi'perſdry, Sig, ha- 
ing induced you draw your {word 'ivadin{t vs; hd to 
batheat in.che,blood of- your loyalleſt ubieGayfwill wide 
buck your Crowne and perſon alogetinÞ£ fey ire yGar 
vodoubtedenernics, thit kintle yoarberdugatitys,- to 
fire your Ettate, and burie you irr the rites.) Who haying 
cruelly murthered the greatelt King of th world; your 
gloriovs father, becauſe he would nothwneyvs; taUalitt his 
coodneile and juftice did" proce vs asHi4 trefdit fabieRs; 
Canow induce your Maieltie to-hate and Jeftroywy,” th' o- 
verwhelme your ſelte with the fall ofthis Monarchie. And 
i: in this temp:{t which they hauealrexdy ſtirred vp,: 28d 
which we feele comming downe vpon vs, we are conftrat- 
ned forourowne defence air} prefeturtio}t to bazke vur 
ſelues ynto-maturall remedies, we here prottt, Sir before 
God,before you, and before all men, that ourpttrpHe #re- 
ucrmore to preſerue your authoritic and the re{peR of your 
obedicnceamongvs ; awdthet we will do our beſt ende- 
uours to laueyourfacred patforiiend kinydome from pee 
tiſhing. - God whois the God of mercie and reyenge,and 
who accordmigtotne decrees of mis counſell, (ometimes 
hath powred out his wrath with divers cxamples of horror 
on the heads of Kings an nations riſcn againit him,Some= 
twnes Rath preierucd andeeconctielto hianteifc the prec- 
telt perſecutors of his Church, graat, according to our 
yawes; tn2t your Mateſtic ſecure fiqui.a\Fdancers!, im 
acknowiedye tae Religion: and fyditia at choice perions 
whom youn2whajtcand know not, «.. ; 

_ Inthe meane while we call here hyqpve moſt humble 
uppications all Kings,Princes knd Eſtates incerelſed in the 
innocencie of good and faithfull ſubieRs oppreſſed, but 
elpecially bound in conſcience! before God to defend the 
caule of Yis truth And requeſt them to prop v ith their 
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helpe and Wccour the weake defence that of neceflicic we 
oppelc to the-many and puillant forces of our enemies, whe 
hauipg @hoſcathis time of purpolc;, now that they haue 


ſer ON-U&4 part ob the Eftaceafrom whence they 
19agine we | hauc expected ſuccour, hope co oppretic 
vs Wh greater ic,But our chicfeft truſt isin the arme 


of the:Almightie, who ouerthroweth the deſlignes of na- 
tians,end blafts the enterpriſes of people coulpiring agaioft 
Iſrael, And Gntethat for the glorie of his Name we are l1a- 
ted, and-that toouerthrow his truth our ruine is ſought at- 
ter, weallurcour felucs that he will make vs teele the ſame 
dcliuerance that our-fathers haue proved by his fuccour, 
which we call ypon from the bottome of our (oules, Keep: 
wot thou fulence,O'\Godz hold net thy peace, and be not jul, © 
God. For le thine enemies make 4 tumwlt : and they that (at 
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thee, baxe lift wp the bead, 


| This is the Neclorazion of the Reformed Churche of France 
and Souer, agate of Bearn by their Depmtiies aſſemoicd as 4.6 
5heth And inahe nan of all, 


- Combore, Preſident, 

i Bunage, Aſſiſtant. 
Rodil, Secretarie, 
Riflaur, Secretarie, 
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